The evolution of health-care records in the era of the Internet.
Health-care records are evolving as the rationale for their automation becomes ever more persuasive. Promoting that evolution are local and wide-area networking as they demonstrate that computer-based medical and health records will be more than mere electronic versions of the traditional paper record. System integration has emerged as a key element in the reinvention of environments for patient data management and health promotion. The ability to achieve the future vision of integrated health records depends in part on current research initiatives related to the role of the global information infrastructure in supporting health and health care.